
Post 501 Events 
 

February  8 –Post  Meeting 7PM 

Vote for Legionnaire of the year 

 

 February 8—Auxiliary Mtg 7PM 

    Special Points of  Interest: 

 

 February 4—Post 481 

  40et8 Voiture 683 

  Swiss Steak Dinner 

      5—8 PM 

 

  Super Bowl  Party at 501 

      Feb 05  

  See details on back page  

 

    Saturday Feb 11 

   Breakfast  at Post 501 

 

  Meat Raffles -Tully’s Supper Club 

 February 11 and 25   

Stop in at 3pm, Have a fun time 

And “Maybe win some meat “ 

 

   March  11  Post 501 

   TWO GREAT MEALS 

Breakfast  &  Corn Beef Cabbage 

See back page for details  
 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. BOX 14255 

MADISON, WI 53708-0255 

(608) 244-7716 

THE ACTION POST 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

  January has come and gone by the time your newsletter arrives, hope all is well with you.  
  The Post needs your help for this month’s Boston Store Community Days and if you could 
volunteer some time at the store it would help the post. For every donation of $5.00 for the 
Community Days Book of Coupons goes to the post. All you have to do is get with the post for 
books and how to help. We can be at the store from now to the sale on 23-25 February 2017. 
Great fundraiser opportunity for the post. Please call if you can help or get your own book for a 
lot of coupons. I have a sign-up sheet at the post and can help you. Please help or get your 
book!!!!!! 
 Our breakfast this past month has gone well but your support is needed. The next 
BREAKFAST is 11 February from 7:30-11 AM. Please spread the word about the breakfast 
event on the second Saturday of the month. Thank you to volunteers Phil, Gene Sheets, Dan 
Kerkman, Gene Call, William and Chris Robbins, and Ray Broerke and family for your help. 
 Last month’s Chili dinner went very well. These events help the post and are for members & 
public that supports the post. I want to thank Jerry Schultz, William and Chris Robbins, Becky 
Lovell and the cook Mary Hanson Frame.  
 Our next dinner is March 11th, 2017, It will be the Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner from      
4 PM till we run out.  Then on March 25 2017 is the Legion Birthday/Past Commanders/
Presidents dinner. Social at 5:00 PM, then dinner to follow with the Sweepstakes drawing at   
8 PM. Menu and reservation forms will be in the March newsletter, but mark your calendars 
now so you don’t forget to make your reservation.  
 I want to thank Don Brinkmeier, Fred Cross, and Sandra Herfel for your very generous 

donations to the post—Thank You!!!!  Also, Phil & Betty Ingwell for the chest freezer and 

Gerald Martin for cabinets for the history room.  

 February 08th at the Post meeting, we will be voting on the Legionnaire and Volunteer of the 
Year. Please come and vote for your person.  Please support the MEAT raffles at Tully’s on 
Monona Drive on 11 Feb and 25 Feb 2017 from 3-5 PM. 
 .If you have not paid your dues to the legion, please pay them and keep your continuous 
years in the legion. If you look at the Badger Legionnaire, you will see that some members 
have 70 years. Continuous years is one of the  awards that are presented at the Birthday 
Dinner. Paid-Up-For-Life certificates are given then also. CONTINUED PAGE 2 

 Although we canceled our January meeting due to the icy weather I was able to see many of 
you at our Saturday breakfast and chili dinner.  These events are more than just fundraisers, 
they provide a good time to catch up with old friends and make new ones. 
   Our next unit meeting will be Wednesday February 8th at 7 pm.  If you would like a ride, 
please let me know 
  Our twice monthly meat raffles at Tullys have been successful.   Please come out and play if 
you are able.  We can also use a few more volunteers to assist.   We have added the dates as 
well as who is working each one on our 501 website. Please call me to get your name added 
onto the schedule.    
Peace.    Rebecca Lovell   513-2725 
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President’s Message 



Page 2 501 – The Action Post 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP 
 The good news is we are 68% on our membership quota. The bad 
news is we are only at 68%. Our target was to be 90% by Mid-Winter. 
The quota is set at our highest year ending membership of the last two 
years. Unfortunately we’ve lost a lot of members over the last few 
years due to death as none of us are getting any younger. We also 
have had a number of non-renewals because of various reasons. A big 
thanks goes out to all of you that have renewed for 2017. Now we 
need to work on recruiting new members, and this is where I need 
your help. If you know of a fellow veteran who you thank may be 
eligible to join the legion, ask them about joining our great organization 
or get me their name and number and I’ll be glad to contact them.  
   A dues notice reminder was mailed from National last month, if you 
got one, please renew your membership today. You can pay them by 
mailing or bringing them to the Post, or by going online at 
www.legion.org and click on the “Renew Your Membership” box.  
   Remember, if you have a problem paying your dues because of 
financial or health issues, please contact me, we can help.  If you have 
any questions on your membership, contact me at the Post, or my 
home at 839-1975. 
Keith Lovell  Membership Chairman      

(Commander’s column continued from pg 1)   

  Please support the MEAT raffles at Tully’s on Monona Drive on 
11 Feb and 25 Feb 2017 from 3-5 PM. 
 Josalyn Longely from the Dane County Sheriff’s Office was voted 
as Post candidate for Legion Law Enforcement Award. 
 Super Bowl Party at Post on 05 February at 4 PM. See back page  
for more details. 
 Remember without you the member there would be  
   NO Action Post. 501.  Please help your post. 
      Commander Tom  Stolarczyk     

AUXILIARY  MEMBERSHIP  

  Hoping everyone had a great holiday season and now it is time to 

get back to reality.   
 We’re not getting many membership past dues in, please send 
these dues in NOW, your membership for 2016 expires on 1-31-17. If 
your dues aren’t paid by that date you are classified as 
delinquent. New renewal notices  are being sent out from National 
Dept the 15th of Jan. If you don’t know if you  paid your dues or not, 
check your last membership card and the year should read 2017, 
otherwise it is expiring. Feel free to call me if you have a question (222
-5438)  Our Unit needs you to pay the $30 dues. Money from your 
dues goes to help the veterans and their families and other things that 
come up with the Auxiliary. We have 21 members yet to pay their 
2016 dues. So, come on ladies lets get these dues in the mail.   
 Our meeting time has been changed to start at 7:00, please try and 
attend our meetings, on the 2nd Wed. of the month, we need your 
input and help. 

 Ellie Paulson, Membership Chairman  

Sweepstakes Alert 
 The Sweepstakes are off to good start.           
I want to thank those who have participated so far. As I 
stated in the January bulletin, this money raising activity 
funds just about all of the programs that we hold during the 
Legion year. Just so you know almost every cent is spent to 
benefit either the kids or the veterans right here in Madison. 
Please either buy or sell the entry forms you have received, 
so Post 501 can continue our mission to serve our children 
and youth and our veterans in the best manner possible. To 
do this your Post really needs the money. Please be as 
generous as possible. If you need more tickets call the post 
and request them and I will get them right out to you. You 
may win a nice cash prize. I wish you all good luck.  Oh and 
by the way if you have not paid your dues yet, why not 
include a check for them along with your ticket money. 
Thanks again for all you do for Post 501. I have always 
been able to count on you because our members are the 
very best!. 
     Commander Tom  and P.D.C  Bud Mautz   

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT by THOMAS STOLARCZYK 
08 February—Post Meeting-Vote for Legionnaire and  
           Volunteer of the year at 7PM 
11 February—Post Breakfast 7:30—11AM Public Welcome 
25 February—Post  EXE Meeting 9AM 
08 March —Post Meeting 7PM 
11 March—Post Breakfast 7:30-11AM Public Welcome 
11 March—Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner 
       4pm till we run out. Public welcome 
25 March—Birthday Dinner—Reservations required  
       Menu will be in March Newsletter 

LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR 
 The following criteria and policy are to be published in the 

Post bulletin prior to the selection of Legionnaire of the Year and 
to be read by the Commander at the Meeting before the vote. 

 A candidate for Legionnaire of the Year should be much more 
than just “A Good Old Boy” at the Legion Post Bar. However, it 
should not be held against any bonafide candidates, if one is also 
a “Good Old Boy.’’ 

 Besides being an outstanding Post member and dedicated 
Legionnaire, candidates who do exceptional services, such as 
volunteer at the VA Hospital, serve on the Madison Veterans 
Firing Squad or any other similar service, should receive special 
consideration for such service. 

     At the time of the election, the Post Sergeant Of Arms are 
to distribute secret ballots. After the voting is completed they shall 
gather the ballots and determine the winner or in case of a tie, the 
winners. After the ballots have been counted, a motion to destroy 
the ballots shall be entertained by the Commander. It shall be the 
duty of the Sergeant of Arms to keep the results of the balloting a 
secret. They shall also get the name{s} of the winner{s} inscribed 
on a plate for attaching to the Legionnaire of the Year Plaque.       

At the Legion Birthday Dinner, March 25th, at an appropriate 
time in the program, the Commander shall ask the Sergeant of 
Arms to come forward and they shall then announce the name of 
the winner{s}. As soon as possible after the program, the 
Sergeant of Arms shall attach the plate with the winner’s name{s} 
to the plaque in it’s place of honor. 

This award will be voted on at the Post meeting on 8 February 
2017. Please make an effort to be present and vote for your 
Legionnaire of the Year. 

http://www.legion.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 

 Continuing on the theme from last month on how valuable is our 
heritage of being an American with the God-given right to vote and elect 
individuals to represent us at all levels of government, I’d like to share a 
story to illustrate this point. 
 One day a young man, a Jew, was attending synagogue.  In a 
conversation with an older woman he mentioned that he had served in 
the military.  The woman, impressed, praised him  for his service in the 
IDF (Israel Defense Force).  He said that no, he had just finished active 
duty as a U.S. Marine.  While supportive of the Jewish homeland and the 
value of the IDF to keep  its land intact, he said that he was an American 
who believed that ethnicity, while important, is not the determining factor 
when expressing  his American citizenship. 
 Let me expand on what it means to be an American; as Americans  we 
come from different ethnic backgrounds.  Most of our ancestors arrived 
by boat from many parts of Europe and eventually the Middle East, 
Africa, Far East, just about anyplace in the world.  But, how does being 
an American set us apart from other nationalities? The answer lies in 
ethnicity. If you are a Kurd you are from Kurdistan, if a Slovak, from 
Slovakia, a Palestinian, from Palestine.  You get the point.  But our 
American identity  is heterogeneous. America is for and from everyone in 
general but no one in particular. It is a country for all peoples regardless 
of heritage.  This does not in any way diminish our original roots. Thus, 
we can be proud to be an Irish-American, an Afro-American, a Jewish-
American, etc.  But what sets us apart is that ethnicity is secondary  to 
being an American.  Our way to citizenship is 
clear.  Anyone can become a citizen providing that he or she accepts the 
paths to citizenship.. 
  Do we have shortcomings?  Of course we do.  It  took us a long time 
to rid us of the stain of slavery. This is also true for the time it took to 
guarantee the civil rights of all citizens. The same can be said for 
achieving gender equality, especially womens’ right to vote guaranteed 
by the XIX Amendment on August 18, 1920. One of the great 
embodiments of our nation with its founding documents is that we do 
and can correct our deficiencies without destroying the foundations  
upon which we were established. 
 The bottom line on what liberty means was expressed by President 
Reagan in his Independence Day message of 1981: 
     “ Here was a new nation telling the world that it was conceived 
      in liberty; that all men are created with God-given rights, and     
 that power ultimately resides in we the people”. 
 
    We indeed, are Americans first, last, and always. 
 

May we continue to pray for our ill and  
deceased Legionnaires and their families. 

 
                                    Ray McCool, Post Chaplain 

 As we are in the beginning of a New Year, we need to be 
agents, disciples to spread the work and word of our Lord 
Jesus.  WE can encourage each other to seek him through 
our faith and love for him.  We don't need to be measured 
[young or old, thin or fat ,etc.] 
  We are all God’s children and he likes us the way we are. 
We don't have to impress him.  We are all different and he 
loves us [JUST AS I AM]. God’s grace and love CHALLENGE 
our life to be a better people. Go out and help others through 
his love and commitment. Maybe a phone call, visit,  bring a 
pan of bars or cookies. Believe in God and you'll Be Blessed 
more than you know.. 
 A special THANK YOU  to Post 501 Legionnaires 
and  Auxiliary Unit 501 members who donated supplies 
for  the Veteran Christmas Stockings program at the VA 
Hospital. 
 We also had donations from various Dental 
Offices.  Auxiliary members Sonja Albright and Betty Ingwell, 
Sonja's son Bill Albright and Betty's friend Jeanette Pochebut, 
assisted VA staff in filling the stockings and delivering them to 
the patients on December 15. The veterans were very 
appreciative to us for giving them the stockings as we were 
visiting briefly with them.  We thanked them for their service 
and wished them well.  There were a few tears shed by the 
Veterans upon receiving the stockings. The Volunteer 
Program at the VA Hospital is coordinated by Past Auxiliary 
District President Rose Wenger, VA staff and Lesley DeSalvo, 
who volunteers at the hospital every week.  We thanked them 
for their service to Veterans also. 
 Milly Boyer is recuperating slowly at home. Past 
Commander. Phil Ingwell was hospitalized overnight with 
some Heart issues.  Phil Ingwell Jr is recuperating  after a car 
accident in late December. Get well wishes go out to Sonja 
Albright, Unit 501 Treasurer, who had surgery recently.  Get 
well wishes go out to Past President Barb McEvilly who had 
surgery and requests your thoughts and prayers. 
   If you hear of a Legion or Auxiliary member that is ill or of a 
military family that needs some assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or President Rebecca so we can do 
what we can to help.  
 
Happy Valentines Day! 
Be safe and  have Peace! 
Betty Ingwell, 608-422-0100 - Chaplain 

Post 501 Chaplain 
 

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain 



Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Legion  - $50.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 
SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 
Auxiliary - $30.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 
Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST 

February 11 2017 

 7:30 – 11:00 AM 

Post 501 Clubhouse   

105 Dempsey Rd, Madison 

Return Service Requested 

Our Post hall is available for rent..  
Please call the Club at 244-7716  
for details, cost and availability. 

Next Saturday Breakfast  

March 11 2017 

7:30—11AM 

  CONGRATULATION WINNERS 
  Mary Joyce has a free breakfast coming,  

    her name was drawn at January Breakfast 

  Cmdr. Tom  Stolarczyk  won the cash    

      drawing at our November meeting. 

These drawings are meant to encourage 
attendance at our Breakfast and Post 
Meetings as well as to give something back 
to those in attendance making participation 
more fun. 
Hope to see you  there soon 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

Mark your calendars and make sure you 
are at Tully’s Restaurant on Monona Dr    

 Feb 11 and Feb 25 
Post and Unit 501 will be there from     
3:00-4:30 or so doing Meat Raffles.  
Come join in or just watch the fun!! 

Post 501 Super Bowl Party  
Sunday February 5th  

Assemble around 4PM 
 Entrance fee is $5 per person. The money will be put 
into a 50-50 challenge with 2 or more winners depending 
on the size of the crowd. 
 Please go to the Legion Post 501 website        
   www.madisonlegionpost501.org 
and go to the “Contact Us” page to let us know you are 
thinking on attending. This is not a commitment, just our 
need for a potential head count.  
Games and food will be available (like chili, pulled pork 
sandwiches, along with a variety of snacks & desserts. 

You do not have to be a Post 501 member to come. 

Everyone is welcome  

March 11 

Corn Beef Cabbage 

4pm till we run out.  

Public welcome 


