
    Special Points of  Interest: 
 

POST 501 E-MAIL 

post501@wipost501.org 
 

There are two meetings happening in 
December that all members are invited 
to. Post 501 is  hosting the Dane 
County Council meeting on Thursday 
December 7. Social time 5pm; We are 
eating a potluck dinner at 6PM and 
meeting at 7PM.  Please join us if you 
are able, it's a chance to see members 
from around the area and show off our 
new meeting space.  
 
Then our regular monthly 501 meeting 
will be December 13th.  We are doing 
another potluck dinner eating at  6pm 
and a 7pm meeting. 

 
  

   TO YOU AND YOURS 
 

   MERRY CHRISTMAS 
       AND A 
    HAPPY NEW YEAR  
       TO ALL!!! 
    

 Mark your calendars:  
Post 501 is hosting a  

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
(December 31)  

It will run from 11am-5pm 
Call the Post  
at 244-7716 

to get the details. 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. BOX 14255 

MADISON, WI 53708-0255 

THE ACTION POST 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

 To all the Legionnaires, Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion (SAL) the 13 Dec 
meeting will be a potluck dinner at 6 PM (post provides the meat) and a way for us all to meet 
and wish all the best for the holidays. Please plan to attend as your post will be in the holiday’s 
attire. 
 While at the Flag Ceremonies at Oak Park Care, I found that there was Vets that would like 
to have visitors to come and see them and maybe play cards. If there is any interest, please let 
the post know. If you would like to help at next year’s event, please contact the post. Thanks to 
Eric Beuerman, William Robbins, Unit President Becky Lovell and myself for the ceremony. 
 Thank you to the following for your donation to the post: Don Brinkmeier, Your support to the 
post is appreciated!!!! 
 The next Post meeting we will have a guest speaker Rick Larson, writer for Deadly Writer’s 
Patrol. They write stories about Vets and battle scenes.  These meeting are open to all post 
members. 
 WELCOME to the following new members to Post 501: Dustin Sheridan, Matthew Falkowski, 
Mark Aeschlimann, Clark Amundsen, Clement Baker, Jeffrey Taylor, David Thompson, Jane 
Dziewior. WELCOME to the post. Last post meeting we had a real nice group of members 
welcomed in to The American Legion. 
 I want to thank all that worked for the last two Post Breakfasts and the last three October 
Post Brat Fests that were very good. Thank you workers for your help at the post. I ask those 
who can come to the post for any event, your support to the post are needed. 
 If you have not paid your dues, please send them in as the post and The American Legion 
needs you for when they go and defend your benefits at Washington D. C. and ask for their 
support of the Veterans of this country. The American Legion is the largest Veteran  
Organization and is always in the lead for benefits/program for our Veterans!!!! Please pay 
your dues now!!!!  

Continued on page 2 

  Merry Christmas, may you feel the Christmas spirit throughout the holiday season.  Just like at home, your 
Auxiliary is busy during the holidays. 
  During our November meeting we draped our Unit Charter for deceased member Helen Jones.  We 
ordered Poppys for 2018 and discussed the many upcoming events for the rest of 2017. 
 It was nice to see the many people who stopped by on Veterans Day to enjoy either breakfast or our open 
house.  It was a successful day, Thank you to Auxiliary members Sonja, Betty, and Ellie who all brought 
dessert and punch for the open house. 
 There are two meetings happening in December that all members are invited to. We are hosting the Dane 
County Council meeting on Thursday December 7.  We are eating a potluck dinner at 6PM and meeting at 
7PM.  Please join us if you are able, it's a chance to see members from around the area and show off our 
new meeting space. Then our regular monthly 501 meeting will be December 13th.  We are doing another 
potluck dinner eating at  6pm and a 7pm meeting. 
 The meat raffle at Tullys continues to be successful.  It will be held on Dec 2, Dec 16, Dec 20.  We could 
use one more person to help both the 2nd and 16th days. Stop by, play the raffle and say hi.  Its a quick and 
fun way to support the 501 family. 
  The ALA Foundation Endowment Fund is a long-term fund where earnings from the endowment's 
principal are used to support American Legion Auxiliary mission focused  programs.  Proceeds are currently 
used to fund Girls Nation, which offers two young women from each Girls State program the opportunity to 
visit Washington, DC to learn government in an intense, weeklong experiential learning environment. We 
are excited to join both our Department President and National President in supporting this important fund. 
 Our next meeting will be Wednesday December 13 . I hope to see you there. 
Peace    Rebecca Lovell   608-513-2725 

Visit our Web Page 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

Presidents message                   

Post Email address 
post501@wipost501.org 
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Page 2 501 – The Action Post 

Commanders  Column continued from  front page 

   With the upcoming winter season, if you can help at the post for the snow 
removal, please contact the post. 244-7716. 
 Open House on 11 November was nice only wished more members would 
have come to see their post.    I really wanted to thank Becky Lovell and unit 
501 auxiliary for the food and having everything looking great for the Open 
House.  History room is open, stop after next month’s breakfast and see it. 
 Meat Raffle at Tully’s, help is still needed. If you can help, call the post for 
more information. We have commitments for Dec 2, 16 and 30. If you are 
unfamiliar with a “Meat Raffle”, feel free to stop over on any of these dates 
and watch or participate, you might even win a “meat item” to take home with 
you..(even if you don’t participate or win, it’s fun to watch others enjoy the 
event.) The raffles start at 3 and are always done by 5pm. 
 There is a challenge going on with another post that the post with highest 
members paid wins and loser has to pay $100.00 to Camp American Legion. 
Please pay your dues or recruit a new member. I really need your help!!! 
 “I know if we all ask one person if they are a member of the American 
Legion and if not, could you have a minute of their time to tell them what the 
American Legion is all about — we could maybe get new members)  
 
NOTICE: If you can volunteer to help at the post, it would be helpful. Help is 
needed for post breakfast in kitchen and serving. General maintenance 
(handyman skills) cutting grass, floor cleaning, general repairs. Financial skills 
trade or professional help with the books. Any help with events, school 
awards, Memorial Day poppy drives, brat fests and post dinners. This is your 
post if we don’t take care of it, it might be gone. The legion and other 
organization are losing posts because of lack of members and support.  

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP AND NEWS 
      As I mentioned last month, we are at 64% for the 2018 membership 
year and that’s great, Thank you all that have renewed so far. We do have 
some members who have not renewed for 2018 yet, so I’d ask you to 
please pay them now so we can bust past 100% like we did last year. 
   Also, please join us for the December 13th Post and Unit pot-luck dinner 
(6 PM) and then join us for the Post meeting (7PM). This will give you a 
chance to visit the Post and meet some of the other S.A.L. members. 
   “Sons of the American Legion” membership is open to any male 
descendant of a Legionnaire. Membership applications are available at 
the Post or by contacting any Post officer. 
   Keith Lovell   S.A.L. Membership Chairman & Adviser 839-1975   

LEGION MEMBERSHIP  
   As of the end of November we are at 89% of our 2018 membership 
year goal. A year ago we were only at 65%. I think that’s great. Helping us 
to 89% is the fact that besides many of our current members renewing so 
far, we also have 3 new members and 19 transfers from the state holding 
post to ours. So welcome to all of our new members and Thank You all 
who have renewed to date. Let’s keep this up so we can get to 100% for 
the 2018 year. Being 100% enables us to qualify for some awards and will 
put a big smile on Commander Tom’s face. So please help out by 
renewing your membership for the new year if you haven’t already or by 
recruiting an eligible veteran into our post.  
   As always, if you have any questions on your membership, contact me 
at the Post, or my home at 839-1975. 
 Keith Lovell   Membership Chairman 

7 Dec---Dane County Meeting Post 501 Potluck Dinner 6 PM 
02 Dec---Meat Raffle at Tully’s on Monona Drive from 3-5 PM 
09 Dec---Post Breakfast 730-11 AM Public Welcome 
13 Dec---Post Meeting Potluck 6 PM 
16 Dec---Meat Raffle at Tully’s on Monona Drive from 3-5 PM 
20 Dec---Meat Raffle at Tully’s on Monona Drive from 3-5 PM 
31 Dec---Post 501 New Year’s Eve party from 11 am to 5 pm. 
10 January---Post Meeting 7 pm 
13 January---Post Breakfast 730-11 AM Public Welcome 

PUBLIC RELATONS—Thomas Stolarczyk:  
 Thank you to all the Post 501 Legionnaires that attended the Flag 
Ceremony honoring the Veterans at Oak Park Care homes. They liked the 
Poppies they received. Thanks and we still need more help for this in the 
future as it was done very well. 
 Post 501 will be hosting the Dane County Meeting on 7th of Dec 2017 at the 
post. This is great way to see the county in action and to have a potluck 
dinner. Social 5 pm, 6 dinner, meeting 7 pm or so.  
 The Post 501 meeting will be on 13 Dec 2017 with legionnaires, auxiliary 
and sons of the legion (SAL) invited to attend and have a potluck 
dinner.  Social at 5 pm, dinner 6 pm, meeting 7 pm. Dish to pass would be 
nice to have as the post will provide the meat. 
 Thank you goes out to the legionnaires that helped the Boston Store event. 
Those of us that had our friends donate for a booklet. This is good money 
maker for the post and easy so anyone could help. If every member could 
have a booklet, the post would be like some other organizations that get 
donations for 500 booklets they take. Please think of these events in the 
future as help is always needed. The next event is February-April timeframe  

UNIT 501 AUXILIARY SECRETARY - MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
 The holidays are coming up fast, everyone is getting busy, there are so 
many things to do from now till the end of the year. 
 Those who have not paid their dues yet for 2018 for $30, please do so 
NOW. Now is the time to remember our veterans and their families, there 
are many that are in great need and your dues help support their 
programs. Along with your busy schedule and shopping please try and 
remember to pay your dues and help the veterans. The deadline for 
paying 2018 dues is January 31, after that date your membership  
becomes delinquent. Don’t let this happen, if you need help in paying, 
give me a call  (222-5438) and we will try and help you.  We only have 11 
members who haven’t paid so lets try hard and get 100% paid members 
by 12-31-17. 
 Your Unit is busy too and we are always looking for someone to step 
up and help with the meat raffles, this is only a 2 1/2 hour job on 
Sat  afternoon, twice a month. This is a great fund raiser for the Unit, to 
help pay bills and help with veterans programs.   
 Stop in on meeting night (2nd Wednesday each month) and see our 
new Memorial Room where our meetings are now held. Your Unit would 
be very happy to see new faces and familiar faces and I know you’ll 
come back.     Happy Holidays,   Ellie Paulson, Membership Chairman 

HISTORIAN Report by Thomas Stolarczyk:  
 
Dec 7, 1941--Pearl Harbor Day. Thanks to All WW11 Vets. 
Dec 8, 1941--U.S. and Great Britain declare WAR on Japan. 
Dec 13----U. S. National Guard Birthday. 
Dec 16, 1944--Battle of the Bulge in Europe. 
Dec 26, 1943--U. S. Marines land at Cape Gloucester, New Britain.  



 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider in 
the Military Funeral Honors Program 

 Dear Legionnaires, 
 
Christmas in the Trenches: the Rest of the story. 
     One of the signature events of WW I occurred on Dec. 24/25, 1914 
when fraternization happened between British and German soldiers on 
the Belgian sector of the Western Front.  It was Christmas Eve and 
soldiers of both sides did the unthinkable, celebrating Christmas in 
unison. Much has been written of the event.  As your chaplain I’d like 
to share some of the lesser known facts about the truce. 
    By late summer of 1914 it had been wet making the trenches a real 
mess. By December the ground had frozen and men could move 
around a bit easier. On the eve of Christmas the combatants of each 
side could hear the other side singing Christmas carols.  It was 
reported that the Germans were singing “Stille Nacht” (Silent Night) 
and the British responded with choruses of The First Noel, Note that 
no-mans land, the barbed-wired open spaces between the enemy 
troops was, in some places, barely a hundred feet in width.   
 Scouts on both sides were  in the no-mans area when someone 
cautiously shouted to the enemy that if one did not fire a gun, neither 
would they fire.  Some men in the trenches were shouting Christmas 
greetings and the other side responded. Some unit histories recorded 
that Germans from Saxony said “We’re Saxons you are Anglo-Saxons, 
what is there to fight about?” Another account said Germans held up 
signs that read “You no shoot, we no shoot”.  As this was occurring it is 
reported that shouted to the enemy that if one did not fire a gun, 
neither would they fire.  Some men in the trenches were shouting 
Christmas greetings and the other side responded.  Some unit 
histories recorded that Germans from Saxony said “We are Saxons, 
you are Anglo-Saxons, what is there to fight about? Another account 
said Germans held up signs that read “You no shoot, we no shoot”. As 
this was occurring it is reported that one of the British scouts in no-
mans land, Pvt. Murker of a Scots Guard Unit, was given a glass of 
whiskey from the Germans with further assurances that if the British 
would not fire, neither would they.  Not long thereafter, in some 
sectors, tiny Christmas trees were observed on the front lines. Shortly 
after, troops converged from both sides and handshakes were 
exchanged. This sort of comradery  and singing went all night. 
  It was noted that soccer was played that night between the two sides 
but this, in fact, probably did not happen.  Rather, some efforts were 
made to do some friendly kicks with other objects that looked a bit like 
soccer balls.  Interestingly, to mark a hundred years of the truce, 
Prince William on Dec. 14, 2014 unveiled a memorial representing two 
clasped hands on a soccer ball.  A week later British and German 
soccer teams played a friendly memorial match as a testimonial to that 
truce a century earlier. 
 We need to recognize that this truce was unofficial and illicit. The 
British high command was not happy over these events. General Sir 
Horace Smith-Dorien told division commanders to prohibit any friendly 
interaction with  the enemy. Officers on both sides took steps to insure 
that this kind of behavior would not happen again. 
 A century later the truce of 1914 is remembered as a testament to 
the power of hope and humanity in a dark hour of history. The truce 
symbolizes a very human desire for peace, fleeting as it was in 1914. 
may we in this Christmas season have a blessed time for peace in a 
troubled world. 
 May we also continue to pray for our ill and deceased Legionnaires 
and their families. Ray McCool, Post Chaplain                
  

Legion Chaplain Article 

IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences to the family of 

 

Thomas McEvilly   28 Nov 2016  
47 year member   WW11 

 

Graham Armson   5 Aug 2017  
17 year member   Persian Golf 

 

Dewey W. Edwards   31 Oct 2017  
12 year member   WW11 

 

May they rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services they performed for 

our Country and the American Legion. 

Unit Chaplain’s  Corner 2017 

  Many of us are certainly wondering where 2017 went. I know for certain, it has been 
one of the busiest and most demanding for our family. I thank God every day for the 
decisions we had to make on behalf of family members. My special thanks to my 
many family members for the help they gave in the name of Love and sacrifice. Things 
are beginning to settle down and now comes the holidays to close out this year with 
many tasks associated with them, baking, greeting cards, letters and shopping for 
those special gifts. But take time for yourself to do something special for someone 
else.There are so many opportunities available for volunteers to get involved. But, 
most of all, remember what Christmas really means and the deep meaning for 
Christians. We will be going out to the Veterans Hospital early this month to distribute 
the stockings and many items that you have provided for this project. It is a real joy for 
me to see and thank the veterans for their service and to find out what branch of 
service they were in, some of them shed tears as we present the stockings to them as 
that may be the only gift they receive this year. Many others outside of the Legion 
family also donated items and money for the project. I thank everyone for what you 
did. I wish all of you could see their faces and feel the warmth in their thanks. 
  Another opportunity to serve as Legion family member is to take part in providing 
supplies  for Camp American Legion. Please send paper supplies, non-perishables, 
canned goods and of course, money to purchase what they need. Bring items to the 
Post and they will be delivered to the appropriate persons. Your gifts will be 
appreciated. 
  I would encourage any of you to take a day or two to visit someone in a hospital or 
care center and give them the Christmas cheer. I know they will appreciate it so much. 
Make them happy for few minutes and you also will have that same warm feeling 
when you see the smile on their faces.  
 Prayer list: Billy Boyer, Legionnaire, is now at Oak Park Care center and Milly Boyer 
is also recovering her health. Joan Mautz recently was hospitalized and is now home. 
Irene Hardy's sister died Nov. 24, 2017. Our condolences to the family. 
  God’s blessing are extended to you and your families – have a Blessed holiday 
season and many thanks to the many Legion family members for all you did this year 
in the name of giving of yourself to serve others.  
  Peace be with you and God's Blessings on everyone, be safe and be happy and 
have faith. 
 
Betty Ingwell 608-422-0100--Chaplain 



Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 
SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 
Auxiliary - $30.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 
Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road 

SATURDAY 

BREAKFAST 

December 9 

 7:30 – 11:00 AM 

Post 501 Clubhouse 

105 Dempsey Rd 

Madison 

Return Service Requested 

Our Post hall is  
available for rent..  

Please call the Club 
At 244-7716  

for details, cost and  
availability. 

POST 501 WEBSITE 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

The Public is 
always welcome. 

Mark your calendar 
 and join us!! 

POST 501 E-MAIL 

post501@wipost501.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 

 MEAT RAFFLES  

December 2, 16 & 30 

 Starting at 3PM  

Tullys on Monona Dr. 

All Proceeds go to 
Post & Auxiliary 501 
Drop in to participate 
or just enjoy the fun!   

Mark your calendars:  
Post 501 is hosting a  

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
(December 31)  

It will run from 11am-5pm  
with the New Year at 4pm. 
Call the Post at 244-7716 

To get the details 

501 Breakfast Winners 
  Sept– Emily Lasavage 
  Oct— Nicole Hanson 
 Nov—Nadine Cordeo 

 Moving?   
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716  

or email us of the change at  post501@wipost501.org  


