
Post 501 Events 
10—Dec. Breakfast 7:30-11AM 

14—Holiday Potluck at 6PM   

14—Post, S.A.L. & Unit will 

 Meet at 7pm-after Meal.     

    Special Points of  Interest: 

 

Meat raffles at Tully’s  Supper Club 

  Dec 3 and 17   

Stop in at 3pm, Have a fun time 

And “Maybe win some meat “ 

    

 Dane County Council Mtg  

    Dec 1 @ Post 501 

   Pot Luck @ 6:30-Meeting @ 7:15 

     

    40et8 Voyageur’s 683 & 750 

Joint Christmas Party-Doubledays 

 5pm Social & 6:30p Dinner 

    December 9 

 
To all the Legionnaires, Auxiliary 
and Sons of The American Legion  

 December 14 will be a potluck 
dinner at 6 PM (Post provides the 
meat) and a way for us to meet and 
wish all the best for the holidays. 
Please plan to attend as your post 
will be in the holiday’s attire.   
 

 40et8 Promenade at Post 501 
Potluck  at 6:39pm   

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. BOX 14255 

MADISON, WI 53708-0255 

(608) 244-7716 

THE ACTION POST 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

 I want to thank those that worked the Chicken BBQ Dinner on 12 Nov. The day was 
busy but all had a good time. Thanks to Rich Ruland, Phil, Bill, Christine, Becky, Dave 
Ruland, Jerry Schultz, Keith and myself. These events help the post financially, your help 
is needed; call if you can help in the future!!!!  
  Thank you to all the Post 501 Legionnaires that that attended the Flag Ceremonies 
honoring the veterans at Karmenta and Oak Park Care homes. They liked the Poppies 
they received. While at the Veteran Day Flag raising, I found that there were Vets that 
would like to have visitors come and see them and maybe play cards. If there is any 
interest, please let the post know. If you would like to help at next year’s event, please 
contact the post. 
 Thank you to the following for your donation to the post: Don Schaefer, Don Brinkmeier, 
Robert Umberger, Richard Benish. Your support to the post is appreciated!!!! 
 During the last Post meeting we had a guest speaker from Agrace Care. David Knoche 
608-206-1666 gave a very informative briefing about Hospice care for Vets and their 
families. In January 2017 at the Post meeting the guest speaker will discuss information 
for Homeless Veterans.  These meeting are open to all post members. 

 WELCOME to the following new members of Post 501:  
Charles O. Chappell and James Johnson.  

 I want to thank all that worked for the last two Post Breakfasts and the October Post 
Omelet breakfast that was very good and tasted real great. Thank you workers for your 
help at the post. I ask those who can come to the post for any event, Please Come, your 
support to the post are needed. 
 Thank You goes out to the Post Legionnaires that worked for the Boston Store fundraiser in  

 I hope this holiday season puts joy in your heart.  God Bless our active duty service 
members. It was an honor to carry our Unit colors at the capital alongside the 501 legion 
colors. 
  We met in November and made our yearly donations.  Thanks to everyone's hard work 
we were able to make donations to our proven programs to support veterans and their 
families. 
  December 1st we will host the Dane County meetings with a potluck and 2 basket 
raffles. 
 Then December 14th we will again have a potluck prior to our meeting. I look forward to 
seeing you in December.  
 Both days are eat at 6, meeting at 7.   
If you need a ride give me a call: I'd love to give a ride.  
Peace.    Rebecca Lovell   513-2725 
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LEGION MEMBERSHIP 
     As of the end of November we are at about 65% renewals for 
the 2017 membership year. Thank’s to all who have renewed.  
   I’d like to thank Commander Tom Stolarczyk for all his help with 
the membership over the past year. I’ve been laid up some over 
the year and Cmdr Tom has been working on 90% of the 
membership duties. 
   I was recently asked why our Post dues are $50. As you all know 
we had a membership cost increase starting at the beginning of 
this year, in other words we raised our dues to $50. This was due 
to the fact the national organization was raising their dues by $5 
per member to us and a likely dues increase by state. Although 
state has not yet increased their dues, it is likely to happen in the 
next few years and we did not want to have another increase to 
cover right after this last one. Each Post sets their own dues level 
and with all thing considered we felt the $50 dues level was 
needed. So where does your dues money go? Well $30 off the top 
goes to paying the State and National per member dues. Also 75 

cents per member goes to the District and County organizations. 
That currently leaves us with $19.25 for Post needs including our 
newsletter costs, helping fund our many programs, bills and 
operating costs. Trust me, it doesn’t go far, that is why we also rely 
so heavily on our other fundraising to help cover all of our 
expenses. Although I’m a PUFL (Paid Up For Life) member, I 
believe our $50 dues is a bargain to belong to our great 
organization when you consider all the good the American Legion 
does. 
   As always, if you have any questions on your membership, 
contact Commander Tom and I can be reached at the Post, or call 
me at home at 839-1975.   Keith Lovell  Membership Chairman 

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP 
    Congratulations goes out to Squadron 501, I’m glad to say 
we are currently sitting at 100% membership renewals for 
2017. We’ve had several new members joining our Squadron 
last year that helped make this possible. Thank you all for 
your 2017 renewals and a big thanks goes out to the Moms, 
Dads, Grandmothers and Grandfathers who help keep their 
Legion Families involved by paying their “Sons” dues. 
   We do have some members who have not renewed for 2017 
yet, so I’d ask you to please pay them now so we can bust 
past 100% like we did last year. 
   Also, please join us for the December 14th Post and Unit   
pot-luck dinner (6 PM) and then join us for the Post meeting 
(7PM). This will give you a chance to visit the Post and meet 
some of the other S.A.L. members. 
Keith Lovell  S.A.L. Advisor 

(Commander’s column continued from pg 1)  This is a good money 
maker for the Post and easy, so anyone could help. If every 
Member could have a booklet, the Post would be like some 
other organization that get a $5 donation for each booklet they 
take. Please think of these events in the future as help is always 
needed. The next event is in the February to-April timeframe. 
 If you have not paid your dues, please send them in, as the 
Post and the American Legion needs you for when they go and 
defend your benefits at Washington D.C. and ask for their 
support of the Veterans of this country. The American Legion is 
the largest Veteran Organization and is always in the lead for 
benefits programs for our Veterans!! 
 With the upcoming winter season, if you can help at the post 
for the snow removal, please contact the post at 244-7716. 
 Commander Tom  Stolarczyk 

Auxiliary Membership Chairman  
  Another year is ending and we still have many members that 

haven’t paid their 2017 dues.  Please find time and funds to pay 
your dues, I know this is the time of the year many organizations 
are asking for donations and many of us give what we can. Our 
veterans should also be remembered at this time of the year. Your 
unit just finished donating to many programs for our veterans, this 
money comes mainly from your dues, our raffles, and anything else 
we can do to help bring in funds. I am proud of your membership in 
the American Legion Auxiliary, together we can help veterans and 
their families. You should be proud to be a member of this 
organization.   
 The deadline to pay your 2017 dues is January 31, dues paid 
after that date are classified as delinquent,  End the old year right 
by helping the veterans and your Unit and pay your dues of $30, 
and bring in the New Year with thanks and joy.   
HAPPY HOLIDAYS. 
 Any questions please call me at 608-222-5438. 
 Ellie Paulson, Membership  Chairman 

Sweepstakes Alert 
  Legionnaires and friends of American Legion post 501. 
Our January newsletter will contain sweepstake application 
blanks for you to either purchase or to sell for our Post. It Is 
our main fund raiser. Almost all of our post activity is funded 
from the money that we profit from the sweepstakes. All of 
our children and youth programs and veteran affairs and 
rehabilitation are funded from this program. The last several 
years our Post membership has been shrinking as the World 
War II and Korean Vets such as myself go to Post 
Everlasting. That puts a larger burden on the rest of us who 
try to maintain those programs at the same level as in years 
past. So I ask that you be extra generous, because we really 
need the money and perhaps you could win a nice cash 
prize. 
 Just a reminder– Anyone can participate in the 
Sweepstakes—It does not have to be only members. Why 
not offer some to friends and family. The drawing is in March 
2017.                           Bud Mautz P. D. C . 

HISTORIAN REPORT 
Dec 7, 1941 –Pearl Harbor Day –Thanks to all WWII Vets 
Dec 8, 1941 –US & Great Britain declare WAR on Japan 
Dec 13——-U.S, National Guard Birthday 
Dec 16, 1944 — Battle of the Bulge in Europe 
Dec 26, 1943 —U.S. Marines Land at Cape Gloucester 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

and  

Happy New Year  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 

   Of the many Christmas stories that have come out of wars, one of 
the most poignant ones that is as relevant today as it was in 1952 
occurred in Korea.  It is told by Charlie Nelson, a GI who arrived at 
Kimpo Air Base in early December of that year. Charlie, a radio 
technician, got an order to fix a remote homing beacon near the 38th 
Parallel which was  inoperative and had to be fixed. It was the 
morning of December 24th. Although his outfit was living in pretty 
primitive conditions, they had been promised a Christmas meal with 
turkey and all the trimmings.  He knew that the long cold ride in an 
open jeep to the repair site and a meal of C rations would be the 
reward for him and his driver. It would in no way replace the hot 
meal at their base.  So, he and his driver grabbed a couple of boxes 
of rations, two bottles of bourbon, and left for their assignment. 
   The beacon site was staffed by a dozen guys and equipped with a 
mobile radio van, tents, and fox holes to protect themselves against 
air drops of mortar shells courtesy of North Korean aircraft at night. 
  Charlie noticed that a group of Korean kids were hanging around 
the perimeter fence, hungry and begging for food. The NCO in 
charge told Charlie that they were Korean children living in nearby 
caves and were always begging for food. While the soldiers gave 
them as much as they could spare, it was only a monthly allotment 
of rations from a supply depot that they could get, barely enough to 
keep their detachment alive. It was then that Charlie got a brilliant 
idea. 
 He and his partner drove to the supply depot and traded their two 
bottles of bourbon for a jeep load of rations. On Christmas day the 
detachment invited all the kids to share the new supply of rations. 
They gave them cookies as presents and heated up the lima beans 
and Spam. All had plenty to eat. The Armed Forces Radio was 
playing Christmas music and they taught the orphans some of the 
seasonal songs. Under the circumstances it was a joyous event in a 
most difficult time for both the orphans and the troops.  Charlie 
pointed out that they were all kids of a sort with he, at age twenty-
two, being the most senior of the lot both in age and rank. Charlie 
Nelson would spend another year in Korea. He did eventually get 
that hot Christmas meal with  turkey and stuffing as he completed 
his tour.  But, he said that subsequent holiday meals never 
measured up  to that memorable one he had with orphans in 
December, 1952.  
 Let us be ever grateful for the bountiful goods that are a part of 
our everyday existence, especially notable at this season of the 
birth of Jesus. The displaced humans of the world are a reminder of 
how grateful we must be to our Creator. 
Let us also, at this time of year, remember our ill and deceased 
Legionnaires, relatives, and friends 
Ray McCool, Post Chaplain        

December 2016 
 Heavenly Father, again I come to you for guidance in 
preparing this message for December, to help inspire others at 
this Christmas season. As we sing Christmas Carols this 
season, they all have special messages in the words and we 
should listen and hear each word as it brings us closer to God 
and Jesus. Same as "he touched me" the hand of Jesus brings 
us blessings on our soul. Help me to walk another mile, I'm 
tired of walking alone. Help me smile and have a humble heart 
and to pray on bended knee. We only need to ask and be a 
helper with his Master plan that he has for all of us. You will 
never walk alone, no matter where you go or what burdens we 
may bear. Read John 3:16 and you'll receive God's blessed 
assurances. Don't leave home without Jesus in your heart and 
the song we learned as small children, "Jesus Loves Me this I 
know for the Bible tells me so". I was reminded of this when 
Country singer and song writer Joey Feets stated how 
important and special the Love that Jesus has for us shortly 
before she left this earth to be with Jesus. 
               A poem by Shirley Hile Powell 
"There is a special meaning for this day of the Christ Child's birth: 

He is a Gift from God the Father to his people here on earth.  

He sent us all good tidings through this little Baby Boy. 

He blessed the earth with love and sent us peace and joy.  

On this most holy Christmas Day, let our voices blend with singing 

Of praise and thanksgiving to our God, as the Christmas bells keep 

ringing." 

 
Please try to attend one of our meat raffles at Tullly's as we 
need your support for our many projects at the Legion and 
Auxiliary. People taking part in buying our raffle paddles thank 
us over and over again for being Legion and Auxiliary 
members and what we do to support all our Veteran's past and 
present. Together we can do so much. 
 
Get well wishes to Auxiliary member Milly Boyer who is 
recovering and would like cards sent to her home at 6625 
Reston Heights, Madison 53718. 
 
God bless you and your families and have a Blessed 
Holiday season and a happy, safe and healthy New Year 
2017. 
 
God's Blessings on everyone, be safe and be happy. 
Betty Ingwell 608-422-0100--Chaplain 

Post 501 Chaplain 
A CHRISTMAS STORY FROM KOREA:  1952  Auxiliary 501 Chaplain 



Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Legion  - $50.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 
SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 
Auxiliary - $30.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 
Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST 

December 10 2016 

 7:30 – 11:00 AM 

Post 501 Clubhouse   

105 Dempsey Rd, Madison 

Next Breakfast is January 14 

Return Service Requested 

Our Post hall is 
available for rent..  

Please call the Club 
at 244-7716  

for details, cost and 
availability. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

January 14, 2017 

Saturday Breakfast  7:30-11 

AND 

Commander Tom’s 

Chili Dinner 

3p — 7p 

Includes  

Tossed Salad, French Bread 

Dessert, Coffee & Milk 

 Post 501 Clubhouse   

105 Dempsey Rd, Madison 

More Details  in the January Bulletin 

  CONGRATULATION WINNERS 
Joann Mautz has a free breakfast 
coming, her name was drawn at the  
November Breakfast  
Keith Lovell won the cash drawing at our 
November meeting. 
These drawings are meant to encourage 
attendance at our Breakfast and Post 
Meetings as well as to give something 
back to those in attendance making 
participation more fun. 
Hope to see you  there soon 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

Mark your calendars and make sure you 
are at Tully’s Restaurant on Monona Dr   

on Dec 3 and or Dec 17. 
 Post and Unit 501 will be there from    
3:00-4:30 or so doing Meat Raffles.  
Come join in or just watch the fun!! 

Hope to see you  there soon !! 


